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A Scopes trial turned upside down. 

 

Monkey in the Middle 
 
When a lawsuit is filed against atheist biology teacher 
Alicia Moreau for mentioning intelligent design in her 
classroom, Christian attorney Domingo Sanchez 

steps in to defend her—but from whom? From the ambitious ACLU-
type attorney Baxter Pittman, with whom she once had a relationship 
or from crusading pastor Dane Tripp, who hails her as a hero of the 
Christian community? And to what lengths will Speaker of the House 
Leanna Pittman go to secure a courtroom victory to bolster her son’s 
career as well as her own political agenda? 
 
Monkey in the Middle explores the debate over evolution and 
intelligent design in the classroom as well as the intricate relationship 
between believers and non-believers living out everyday life in the 
midst of love, hate, anger, ambition, and broken relationships. Danger 
and intrigue co-mingle with emotional entanglements and spiritual 
truths in this 80,000-word legal drama. This book was named a 2006 
ACFW Genesis Contest Finalist (under the title The Panda War.).  

 
D’Ann Mateer has been crafting stories of various kinds for over 

thirty years. She has completed three full-length novels and 
numerous short stories. Her novel Monkey in the Middle was a 

2006 ACFW Genesis Contest finalist. Her short stories have been 
published in Beginnings, Live, Purple Pen’s Nancy’s Christmas 
Eve Visitor compilation, and the upcoming Whim’s Place Flash 

Fiction compilation. D’Ann and her husband Jeff live in Rockwall, 
Texas, with their three teenagers.�
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